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February 20, 2023 

 
 
TO: Senator Donovan M. Dela Cruz, Chair 
 Senator Gilbert S.C. Keith-Agaran, Vice Chair 
 Senate Committee on Ways and Means 
 
FROM: Yuuko Arikawa-Cross, Director 
 Executive Office on Early Learning 
 
SUBJECT:  Measure:  S.B. No.1023 – RELATING TO EARLY LEARNING 

 Hearing Date:  Wednesday, February 22, 2023 
 Time:  9:30 am 
 Location:  Conference Room 211 

 
 
EXECUTIVE OFFICE ON EARLY LEARNING’S POSITION:  Support 
 
 
EOEL supports S.B. No. 1023 and defers to the Department of Human Services (DHS) as it 
pertains to the Preschool Open Doors program. 
 
EOEL appreciates the Legislature’s effort to increase access to affordable early learning 
opportunities for children and families across the State. 
 
The EOEL Public Pre-K program currently only serves children in the year prior to entering 
kindergarten and EOEL supports the effort to expand enrollment to three-year-olds. As such, we 
respectfully request section (b) subsections (1) and (2) of Chapter 302 L-7 be amended to also 
reflect the addition of three-year-olds as follows: 
 
 “(b)  The office shall implement an application process for schools that are interested in 
participating in the program. The criteria to prioritize applications shall include: 
     (1)  Community need, including: 
          (A)  The percentage of the population in the school or community that meets the definitions 

of at-risk and underserved children pursuant to section 302L-1; and 
          (B)  The availability and capacity of existing early learning programs or services for three 

and four-year-old children on the school campus and in the surrounding area; 
     (2)  The availability of a classroom and outdoor play area that meet department of human 

services requirements for health and safety for three and four-year-old children” 
 
EOEL looks forward to continuing to work with the Legislature to support increasing access to 
affordable quality early learning programs and services in the State.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this bill.  
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Department of Human Services to cover POD staff, staff benefits, and system 

modifications.   

 B&F does not support the inclusion of language to allow the deposit of federal 

funds into the PODSF.  Federal funds should be kept separate from other types of funds 

for compliance and reporting purposes.  Further, the purpose of a federal grant many 

not be totally aligned with the statutory uses of the PODSF. 

 Additionally, B&F notes that the FB 2023-25 Executive Biennium Budget, as 

amended by the Green Administration, includes providing $500,000 in general funds in 

FY 24 to implement POD system modifications and increasing POD funding by 

$38,800,000 in general funds in FY 24 and FY 25 to expand program coverage to 

three-year-olds and increase monthly voucher payments. 

 Thank you for your consideration of our comments. 
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TO:  The Honorable Donovan Dela Cruz, Chair 

The Honorable Gilbert Keith-Agaran, Vice Chair 
Senate Committee on Ways and Means 

 
FROM:  Philip Bossert, Executive Director 
  Hawaii Association of Independent Schools 
 
RE:  SB 1023 - Relating to Early Learning 
  In Strong Support  
  
DATE:  Wednesday, February 22, 2023 
  9:30 a.m. Conference Room 211 & Videoconference 
 
Aloha Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Keith-Agaran and Members of the Committee: 
 
The Hawaii Association of Independent Schools (HAIS) and its subsidiary, the Hawaii Council 
of Private Schools (HCPS), strongly supports SB 1023. Funding for the Open Doors program is 
an important resource for Hawaii families in providing early childhood education opportunities 
for their children. 
 
HAIS also strongly supports the expansion of types of organizations from which Open Doors 
service providers may obtain accreditation.  In particular, we believe that accreditation by HAIS 
should be recognized by DHS as an authorized accrediting organization for the Open Doors 
program.  HAIS currently serves 114 independent PK-12 schools and over 33,000 students in 
Hawai'i. More than 50 of these schools include preschool programs. 
 
In 1996, the legislature transferred responsibility for the licensing of private schools to HAIS 
and its subsidiary, HCPS.  This licensing process ensures on an annual basis that every PK-12 
private school is in compliance with the health and safety requirements of all federal and state 
agencies.  In addition, for those schools which seek a higher level of educational program 
verification and recognition, the HAIS accreditation process provides a much more rigorous 
protocol of compliance and review, one that is recognized and accepted by the Western 
Association of Schools and Colleges (WASC).  The HAIS accreditation protocol includes a 
comprehensive self-study process and a three to five day visit to the school by a team of 
educators from other private schools in Hawaii and California with comparable programs to 
verify the information provided in the self-study document.  We believe that this protocol and 
process is in line with those of the accrediting agencies already on the approved list. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide this testimony.  Please do not hesitate to contact us 
with any questions. 
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TO: Michelle N. Kidani, Chair
Donna Mercado Kim, Vice Chair
Members of the Senate Committee on Education

FROM: Jericho Rogers

RE: SB1023
HEARING DATE: Wednesday, February 22, 2023
TIME & PLACE: 9:30am, Conference Room 211 and Video Conference State Capitol
415 South Beretania Street

Aloha kākou,

As a resident of Hawaii, community member, and parent, I  am testifying in
support of SB1023. As a member of the community, a past recipient of Preschool Open
Doors funding, and a parent who relies on both licensed childcare facilities as well as
pre-K education centers for my children, I feel strongly that the passage of this measure
will positively support many working families who rely on these services in order to meet
their family’s basic needs through the services provided by child care centers and pre-K
education centers for their children. As many parents/families know and have
experienced, prices of childcare/preschool accounts for a large portion of monthly
expenses. This measure would focus on alleviating financial stress that is affected by
those high costs. I strongly support this measure because I feel that it prioritizes
Hawaii’s communities through expanding both funding and accredited facilities in order
to provide an essential service through the care and education of our keiki as well as
providing stability and security to Hawaii’s families. I appreciate your time and
consideration.

Me ka haʻahaʻa,
Jericho Rogers





https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/21pdf/20-1088_dbfi.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/21pdf/20-1088_dbfi.pdf
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